RESEARCH STUDENTS
turned Maxwell's equations into the chorus of a song to the tune of " The Interfering Parrot " in The Geisha :
dy by dy less dp by dz is equal KdX/dt While the curl of (X, Y, Z) is the minus d/dt of the vector (a, b, c).
Mr Craig Henderson, who was, I think, present at the first dinner, was President of the Union in the Lent Term of 1898, the only Cavendish research student who has obtained this distinction.
Craig Henderson, while he was in Cambridge, saw a good deal of the ordinary undergraduate life, a thing which is not easy for a research student to do. He does not go to the same lectures as the ordinary student nor, since he is working in the laboratory all day, can he take part in their sports : the laboratory takes the place of the College, but it does not give him as good opportunities for making friendships with men of different interests, with different views on social, political, and religious matters, and with different experiences of life. It does, however, offer better opportunities of making friends with men of different nationalities. The research students are so enthusiastic about their work that, besides attending the meetings of the Cavendish Physical Society, they form societies of their own, and discuss fortnightly or weekly the recent advances made in physical science. This, though laudable in itself, does diminish the opportunities they have for meeting other than research students, and prevents them getting from Cambridge all that it could give. It is easy, however, to exaggerate this, so much depends upon the man himself. Some are born specialists, others are born with the gift of making friends and for taking an interest in a wide range of subjects. And after all, it is not only the research students who are specialists ; there are students who specialise in some kind of sport and take
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